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Office Sought: Senate District 5  
Name: Olen Lund 
Phone: 970/251-7081 
Email: Olen@olenlund.com 
 

1. Please list past and present community service: 
 

• Paonia Church of Christ 
o member 

• Delta County Commissioner  
o 2004 through 2012 (2 terms – term limited) 
o Board Chair 2007 & 2010 

• Colorado Counties, Inc.  
o Agriculture, Wildlife & Rural Affairs Steering Committee 

vice chair 2011 & 2012 

• Painted Sky Resource Conservation and Development Council 
o Board member 2005-2012 
o Board Chair 2011 & 2012 

• Gunnison Basin Roundtable 
o Member 2006 to 2013 

• Interbasin Compact committee 
o Member 2011 to 2013 

• Delta County Farm and Livestock Bureau 
o Member since 1993 
o Board President 2011 to present 

• Colorado Division of Water Resources 
o Deputy water commissioner 2014 

• Delta Montrose Electric Association 
o Board member 2013 through 2016 
o Board Chair 2014 

• Colorado Rural Electric Association 
o Board member 2015 

• Delta County Planning Commission 
o Commission member 1997 through 2004 
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o Commission Chair 2002 & 2003 

• Paonia Bible Center Church 
o AWANA program leader 
o Church trustee 

 
2. Why are you running for office? 

 
Colorado Senate District 5 is a rural district comprised of seven 
counties in west central Colorado that needs to have a rural voice in 
the Colorado statehouse. 
 
My career has been one of service and I want to serve the people of 
SD 5 as their voice in the state legislature.  I am not a politician and 
my experience in agriculture, engineering, small business, and local 
politics, coupled with my attitude of service, make me ideally suited to 
serve as the rural voice of SD 5. 
 

3. If you are elected, what are three accomplishments you 
would like completed by the end of your term, and how will 
you work to get them done? 

 
I am not running with an agenda other than the people of Senate 
District 5.  The most pressing issues that currently face us are the high 
cost and limited availability of healthcare, the effectiveness of our 
public education system, and the scarcity of affordable housing 
throughout the district.  There are others, and certainly more will come 
up during my tenure as SD 5 senator. 
 
Your state senator can have influence on the current healthcare 
regulations in this country, but unfortunately cannot vote on them as 
they are federal legislation.  The current system of healthcare 
regulation and government payment actually encourages providers to 
concentrate their services in urban areas, at the expense of rural 
citizens (including those in SD 5).  I will do everything I can to bring 
competitive healthcare back to our rural communities. 
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Nurse practitioners are an answer to the shortage of medical providers 

in rural areas. In Colorado, nurse practitioners can be primary care 

providers after the required amount of training under a physician. 

These requirements are set out in Colorado statute §12.138.11. 

The fact that the healthcare field is leaning towards cities and big 

hospitals and less towards rural areas is partly due to the expense of 

resources and testing abilities only able to be provided in large 

hospitals, as well as the fact that these jobs are the ones that typically 

pay more. The debt accumulated during medical school cannot be 

compensated within rural capacities. Nurse practitioners, while they do 

not have the same amount of rigorous training, can support small 

towns. Family nurse practitioners can diagnose, prescribe, and refer 

patients like a primary care physician. Nurse practitioners have the 

ability to see when something is wrong and to know when they need 

to refer someone to a physician or send them to a hospital. 

In any event, reliable broadband service throughout rural SD 5 is 

necessary to facilitate improved healthcare options for us.  Although 

the state has made some progress encouraging rural broadband 

access, I can tell you from experience that broadband service is 

deficient throughout much of SD 5.  I will work to improve our 

broadband service. 

My wife, Debbie has been a school teacher for over 20 years in both 

conventional “brick and mortar” schools and on-line schools.  Public 

education is regularly a topic of conversation at our dinner table! 

Not all children learn the same way, so we must have a variety of 

alternative education options to most effectively educate.  What is 

going on in “Johnnie’s classroom,” whether it be a conventional “brick 

and mortar” classroom or the kitchen table is ultimately the most 

important factor for “Johnnie’s” education.   

There is no question our rural public school teachers are not paid 

enough.  But the real problem is more systemic to our society in that 
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we don’t appreciate teaching as the professional occupation that it 

really is.  Our teachers are not recognized for their professional ability 

to teach our children.  

Public school teachers have repeatedly complained to me about the 

excess of paperwork they have to fill out to meet the myriad of 

regulations to which they must adhere.  Although accountability is 

certainly important, it seems our regulations have gotten the cart 

before the horse and actual teaching has taken a back seat to 

paperwork! 

Affordable housing is scarce for a variety of reasons throughout SD 5, 

but always the root cause can be traced back to simple economics.  

Increased regulation decreases the number of housing units built and 

increases the cost of those housing units that are built, resulting in a 

shortage of affordable housing.  The most effective solutions have 

been implemented by innovative employers indicating that the best 

solutions are with free enterprise and minimal government intrusion 

(regulation). 

The most effective solution for the scarcity of affordable housing is 

vibrant economies with good paying jobs in our rural communities.  

Vibrant economies are best achieved by the free market with private 

property rights, minimal government intrusion, and affordable taxes.  

4. What do you think are the top three economic priorities for 
         Colorado the next three years? 
 
By statute, the State of Colorado must balance the budget.  Fiscal 
responsibility is always my priority.  Budget mandates incorporated 
into the State Constitution by ballot initiatives hamper the state 
legislature’s ability to designate discretionary money for needs as they 
arise.  I do not have an agenda to spend money at the statehouse, 
and I will be fiscally responsible and will work to maximize the 
flexibility of the state legislature to address needs as they come up. 
 

5.  How will you make the business community a priority in the 
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          budget & legislative process? 
 
I will be a voice for the people of Senate District 5 in the statehouse.  I 
will work to make sure we get our fair share in our rural district and will 
fight to make sure we are not run over by the interests of the urban 
front range! 
 

6.  Will you support and sponsor legislation to support the 
creation of Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangements 
(“association group”) health care plans? 

 
YES! 
 

7.  How will you work to make Colorado a more business 
friendly environment? Please explain how you would work 
to engage business leaders. 

 
I have travelled rural SD 5 extensively and met with business leaders 
in nearly every community to discuss their opinions.  I will continue to 
gather all the input I can (opinions, concerns, judgments, etc.) 
throughout my tenure as state senator. 

 
8. Colorado is forecast to continue to grow, including our 

region. How should we plan for growth, if at all? 
 
The fundamental cause of most of the problems we face is population 
growth.  But growth is a problem that nearly all of us want to have!  
Population decline would bring other problems, and not nearly as 
addressable ones!  We should plan for the future of our social 
systems, not by trying to limit growth, but by continuing to address the 
challenges brought to us by the effect of that growth.    
 

9. What role should the state have in addressing affordable 
        (workforce) housing? 
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Affordable housing is scarce for a variety of reasons throughout SD5, 

but always the root cause can be traced back to simple economics.  

Increased regulation decreases the number of housing units built and 

increases the cost of those housing units.  The most effective 

solutions have been implemented by innovative employers indicating 

that the best solutions are with free enterprise and minimal 

government intrusion (regulation). 

 

10. What role should the state have in addressing regional 

transportation? 

 
Funds should be spent as they are received to enhance, operate, and 
maintain the infrastructure we now have.  The most effective use of 
the infrastructure we now have is most important.  However, 
opportunities to implement innovative multi-modal transportation 
methods, if they are economically feasible, should be investigated. 
 

11. All candidates have been invited to participate in the 
Vail Board of Realtors/Vail Valley Partnership sponsored 
Candidate Debate (date TBD). Do you plan to participate? If 
no, please explain why. 

 
YES!  Unlike my opponent, who chose to not participate in the Club 20 
debate, I will participate in all debates that I possibly can.  
 


