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Vail Valley Partnership 
Candidate Questionnaire  

2018 Election 
 

Completed questionnaires are due back to Vail Valley Partnership (97 Main Street, 
Suite E201, Edwards, CO 81632) or via email cromer@visitvailvalley.com) by 5pm on 

Friday, August 31, 2018 
 

Please note all questionnaires will be shared with the business community through Vail Valley 
Partnership newsletter, website, social media, and other communication channels.  

 
Office Sought: 
 
Name:    
 
Phone: 
 
Email: 
 

Please limit responses to 200 words per section. 
 

1. Please list past and present community service: 
 
 
 

2. Why are you running for office? 
 
 
 

3. If you are elected, what are three accomplishments you would like completed 
by the end of your term, and how will you work to get them done? 

 
 
 

4. What do you think are the top three economic priorities for Eagle County the 
next three years?  
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5. How will you make the business community a priority in the budget & 
legislative process?  

 
 
 

6. Will you support and sponsor legislation to support the creation of Multiple 
Employer Welfare Arrangements (“association group”) health care plans? 

 
 
 

7. How will you work to make Eagle County a more business friendly 
environment? Please explain how you would work to engage business leaders. 

 
 
 

8. Colorado is forecast to continue to grow, including our region. How should we 
plan for growth, if at all? 

 
 
 

9. What role should the county (or state) have in addressing affordable 
(workforce) housing?  

 
 
 

10. What role should the county (or state) have in addressing regional 
transportation (including traffic on the I-70 corridor and increasing flight 
service to Eagle County Regional Airport) solutions? 

 
 
 

11. All candidates have been invited to participate in the Vail Board of 
Realtors/Vail Valley Partnership sponsored Candidate Debate (date TBD). Do 
you plan to participate? If no, please explain why.  
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Resources & links 
Vail Valley Partnership advocacy issues 
Vail Valley Workforce Report 
Eagle County Economic Development Plan 
Our proposed small group health care plan 
Vail Valley Partnership board of governors 
 

https://www.vailvalleypartnership.com/advocacy/
https://files.vailvalleypartnership.com/sites/4/2018/06/2018-Workforce-Survey-Report_Final_v4.pdf
https://files.vailvalleypartnership.com/sites/4/2015/05/Eagle-County-Economic-Development-Plan-Updated-2016_Final_4.12.2016.pdf
https://www.vailvalleypartnership.com/2018/06/a-deeper-look-at-local-health-care-solutions/
https://www.vailvalleypartnership.com/about-us/board-of-governors/

	Name: Dylan Roberts
	Office Sought: State Representative, House District 26
	Phone: (970) 846-3054
	Email Address: Dylan.Roberts.House@state.co.us
	Limit 200 Words (8): Planning for growth is absolutely crucial if we are to both protect the natural beauty of this county we all call home as well as ensure that our community can take advantage of that growth economically. The decisions that all levels of government make in Colorado over the next decade will have enormous impact on how we deal with this booming growth in population and it will require bold and courageous leadership at all levels to make that impact a positive one. I see the State’s role in this planning being limited and targeted. I do not believe that the State Legislature can enact a one-size-fits-all policy for growth management from the Capitol. Local planning decisions should remain just that: local. It is the local businesses, landowners, city planners, town councils, and county commissioners that should be making the day-to-day decisions on this subject. However, the State can and must do better and ensuring that our local governments have the resources they need to manage this growth. This includes helping local public-private partnerships for affordable housing development get off the ground with assistance from a statewide affordable housing trust fund. This includes making sure that all of Eagle County’s residents have access to an affordable health insurance plan, child care, and quality education for our kids. Further, one of the biggest issues surrounding Colorado’s growth is the ever-increasing demands on our transportation system which the state must better fund and direct to all communities, not just the Front Range. 
	Limit 200 Words (9): Just as with growth planning, I do not see the state government as being directly involved in creating affordable housing – that development should be left to local governments and public-private partnerships. However, what the state must do is become a better partner for those local governments and partnerships in getting affordable housing projects off the ground. The state has the ability to create a statewide affordable housing trust fund that will be a grant program for public-private or purely private enterprises to gain financial assistance to develop affordable housing in local communities. I will be a strong supporter of creating such a fund. Further, in my first year at the legislature, I gathered bi-partisan support and put in a request for an affordable housing interim committee that would meet during the summer and fall and gather information and testimony from across the state to determine best practices for affordable housing policy and best determine how the state should be involved in this enterprise. By studying the issue in a comprehensive and deliberate way, the state could effectively determine what legislation or efforts, if any, would best support affordable and attainable housing in Colorado. I will continue to champion this comprehensive and strategic study of the issue. Finally, if there are any “red-tape” restrictions in state law that are preventing affordable housing from being developed, I support taking a hard look at the necessity of those law and regulations and changing or abolishing them if necessary.
	Limit 200 Words (10): The economic success and prosperity of Eagle County and its businesses depends on a reliable and safe transportation infrastructure. The state should play a major role, as infrastructure is one of government’s core functions, in ensuring that the I-70 corridor is properly maintained and improved. As with housing and growth, the day-to-day management should be left to local authorities as they are the people who know the needs of their communities the best. However, the state can and must do better in supporting Eagle County’s transportation needs. I was proud to work on and co-sponsor SB18-001 this past legislative session which is the largest investment in our transportation system in the last several decades and will immediately start investment on crucial projects on the I-70 corridor – all without raising taxes. If either of the two measures on the 2018 ballot regarding transportation funding passed, I will fight to ensure that Eagle County and the I-70 corridor get their fair share. Further, the state can help direct this money to help provide more public transportation and multi-modal transportation so that our local residents have options and so that our local communities have the resources they need to make transit in their towns as efficient and modern as possible. Infrastructure spending does not mean just roads; it also includes places like the Eagle County Regional Airport which already is a vital asset for our community’s economy. I look forward to working with them so that the state can further support the airport.
	Limit 200 Words (11): Yes. I am looking forward to it!
	Limit 200 Words (7): I will prioritize learning from the existing businesses that are thriving here in Eagle County and listen to the advice of their leaders to inform the best public policy at the State Capitol for business. Since beginning my campaign and especially since being appointed to the State House, I have constantly been building relationships with business owners and employees across the county to both learn from them and to make sure they are informed of what is being debated in Denver. I will continue and expand this practice should I be elected in 2018 and make sure that all business owners can come to me as a resource and an advocate but also to voice concern about legislation they find detrimental. Opening and running a successful business in Eagle County presents a unique set of challenges and I believe we should use established successful businesses as a model for helping new businesses grow. As I have previously stated, I will also work to make the state a better partner on some of the tangential issues related to business like more workforce housing and an improved infrastructure system. 
	Limit 200 Words (6): Yes. I was the proud lead sponsor of HB18-1384 which would have started implementing this type of plan in Colorado while responsibly studying the mechanics of implementation so that nobody was negatively impacted. I have also voiced my support for this effort publicly in the Vail Daily. I have engaged in conversations with Chris Romer and the VVP along with the State Division of Insurance Director Conway and hope to help broker a compromise in the absence of legislation. Reducing the cost of health insurance and health care is my number-one priority as a legislator and my legislative record reflects that. An association group or co-op plan could be a great way to bring more competition into the market and lower costs.
	Limit 200 Words (5): I will continue to make the business community a priority in my legislative work by maintaining the relationships I have built with local businesses in my district as well as with groups like the VVP. I remember reaching out to several of these contacts during the 2018 legislative session to gauge their position on certain bills that were being considered. I believe that is a crucial job of any good legislator, to listen to the interests of their district. Further, as I have mentioned, I am a strong advocate not only for businesses directly, but also for the employee-side of Eagle County businesses in focusing on legislation that will help make life here more affordable and thus, make strong employees stay here longer and work for our local businesses. As a member of the Transportation Committee, you can also count on me to always be looking out for Eagle County and Western Colorado during the budget process and with legislation to ensure that our roads and other infrastructure are fairly represented and not minimized by Denver-area interests.
	Limit 200 Words (4): The first priority for Eagle County should be addressing the cost of living in our community. As the VVP knows, there are many professional jobs in our community that go unfilled or turnover frequently because everything else related to working here (housing, child care, etc.) can be so expensive. If we are going to attract the best nurses, teachers, and skilled workforce, they need to be able to afford to live here and begin to prosper. Second, Eagle County must continue to foster an environment for more businesses to open and for more good-paying jobs to be created here so that more families can get their start and become part of this community. Third is ensuring that our transportation infrastructure is adequately funded. So much of Eagle County's economy depends on a safe and reliable transportation system and Colorado's is desperately under-funded. The state making transportation funding a priority, as I have been a part of, is crucial to Eagle County's economic success.
	Limit 200 Words (3): My first priority will be lowering the cost of health insurance in Colorado, particularly in counties like Eagle, by bringing more competition to the market. I was proud to be the lead sponsor of a bi-partisan effort in 2018 that would have done that by creating new insurance options for residents through a public option or a health insurance co-op. That bill passed the House but was defeated in a Senate Committee and I will gladly bring that bill forward again. Second, I will focus on making the state a better partner for communities that want to provide more affordable and attainable housing. I will work to create a statewide affordable housing trust fund (and this can be done without raising taxes) that will act as a grant program for local public-private partnerships who need further assistance to get projects off the ground. Thirdly, I look forward to working with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to ensure that our state is ready for the impacts of climate change from both an economic and environmental position. The state should help prepare for the implications of shorter winters, drier summers, and the economic adjustments that need to be made.
	Limit 200 Words (2): I am running to continue my service in the State House because there are not a lot of people like me in our state government; someone who was raised in the Colorado mountains and wants to make a life here like my parents did but also personally understands the immense challenges our state's next generation faces in doing that. I am running because the decisions that our state government makes over the next several years are crucial for our long-term success and I want to continue being an advocate for smart planning for our future. We need strong advocates in Denver working to lower health insurance costs, making the state a better partner for affordable housing development, protecting the natural beauty of the Colorado mountains, and incentivizing businesses so that more year-round professional jobs are available here. I grew up in House District 26, raised in one county and now living in the other, and am so proud to work for this place I have called home my whole life. It would be an honor to continue serving this great district and the people who live here.
	Limit 200 Words (1): State Representative, House District 26 (Nov. 2017-present) Deputy District Attorney, Eagle County (Aug. 2016-present) Big Brother, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado (June 2013-present).


